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Abstract: This paper claims that humanism in China is Nature — harmonious because it is basically hu-
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man in all human affairs that linger on through time. Chinese humanism — the human intensity of life through

time — is the Archimedian point with which we can understand Chinese culture. And so the first priority of bus-

iness of Sinology is to discern the Chinese mode of historical thinking, i. e., to explore what constitutes Chi-

nese historical consciousness.

Historical consciousness in China is crystallized and expressed in historiography which protrays history as

an interweaving of Time and Supertime. Time threads human events in time; Supertime as the meaning of those

events patterns Time. In this paper, we consider in Section 2 how Time in China exudes Supertime, then in

Section 3 how Supertime as pattern of Time depends on Time lo obtain. The final Section 4 concludes with

some reflections on the concret chiasma of “Time” and “Supertime” in Chinese historical thinking.

Key words: China; Historical Thinking; Time; Supertime
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