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Abstract: This paper studies the views of three Japanese on Taiwan issue towards the end of the 19th century.

These three Japanese include Uno Senichi, a Japanese diplomat to China, Fukuzawa Ykichi, the enlightenment

thinker, and Natit Konan, a Sinologist. Based on their views, this paper gives an analysis of the Japanese outlook

on Taiwan and the idea of “seceding from Asia to join Europe” which was prevalent in the Japanese intellectual

community at that time.
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